Superficial (early) gastric cancer.
A review of superficial gastric cancer (SGC) has been carried out. Data on the 20 cases who underwent surgery in the 6 years 1982-87 were obtained. The diagnosis of malignancy was established histologically preoperatively in 95% of cases, although more than one endoscopy was required in 50%. In 75%, the primary was confined to the mucosa and in the remainder it had penetrated the submucosa. Lymph node metastases were present in 20%, but distant metastases were not detected. There were no postoperative deaths, and no patient was diagnosed as having recurrent disease during a median follow-up period of 33 months.